
Back to School Survey Responses 

Number of 
responses 

71 

Do you plan to send 
your child back to 
school full-time in 
September? 

Yes No Don’t know 

65 0 6 

Are you satisfied 
that Christ Church 
will take all possible 
measures to keep 
your child safe? 

Yes No 

71 0 

 

Christ Church School consulted with a local doctor and put your questions to her, 
please find her response ( in green text ) below. 

If you could consult 
a medical 
professional about 
your concerns, what 
questions would 
you like to ask 
them? 
 
 
 
 

Useful resources:  

 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-research-evidence-summaries 

 
• https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2020/05/22/pe

ds.2020-1576.full.pdf 
 

• https://dontforgetthebubbles.com/the-missing-link-children-and-
transmission-of-sars-cov-2/ 

 
 
The responses are based on the evidence to date and the medical profession is 
still learning about the infection all the time. It is an ever changing picture.  
 
Are children super spreaders?  
We don’t know for certain, but there is evidence that children don’t transmit the 
virus as much as adults. In some studies, from the outbreaks in China and other 
countries, the child is rarely the first case in a family cluster. It is usually an adult 
within a family who acquires it and brings into the home. There is a case of a child 
who was positive for Covid and despite coming into contact with more than 100 
people they did not transmit the virus to anyone. This has been found in other 
studies including schools where 6 positive cases didn’t transmit to any other 
adults or children. 
 
In terms of my son’s vulnerability how safe is it for him to return to school?  
You need to be guided by the latest government advice and by your own medical 
professional if they have a condition which makes them vulnerable.  
 
My 2 kids have eczema so that's why I am worried, how will Covid 19 affect their 
eczema?  
There is no known association with Covid making eczema worse.  
 
Is my child safe to go into school, even though there are now new safety measures 
put into school?  
The number of children affected by Covid is very small compared with the adult 
population. The evidence so far suggests that children don’t pick it up or spread it 
as much as they do for other viral illnesses such as flu or coughs and colds. 
Therefore, now the virus is at a low level and we are all washing our hands and 
social distancing, then with all the extra precautions the school is undertaking. 
Yes, I think school is as safe as it can be.  
 
I think it is safe for children to return to school.  

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-research-evidence-summaries
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2020/05/22/peds.2020-1576.full.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/early/2020/05/22/peds.2020-1576.full.pdf
https://dontforgetthebubbles.com/the-missing-link-children-and-transmission-of-sars-cov-2/
https://dontforgetthebubbles.com/the-missing-link-children-and-transmission-of-sars-cov-2/


Does the medical profession think it's safe for children to return to school and 
should they return on a rota basis depending on abilities?  
As above, yes at the moment I believe it is safe for children to return to school.  
 
Is my child safe at school? x3 parents.  
As above 
 
How safe are children from the virus generally? x2 parents 
Children appear to account for less than 2% of infections so far and appear to have 
a less severe form of the disease with some having little or no symptoms at all. 
There is a severe complication of Covid in children but this is very rare. 
 
Temperature testing, should the school be doing this?  
I think most parents know when their child has a temperature at home and in the 
first instance no parent should send their child to school with a temperature in the 
first instance. Temperature testing will only detect a child with a high temperature 
at that moment and although it might find the odd child it doesn’t eliminate the risk 
entirely. Someone could go on and develop a temperature through the day which 
was missed in the morning. 
 
My family are BAME are there extra precautions that the school could/should be 
taking?  
The precautions are universal to protect everyone and there aren’t extra 
precautions specifically for BAME children and families. Regular hand washing is 
an excellent way to minimise the spread of the infection.  
 
How can I be sure that my child won’t bring Covid back to our elderly relatives 
living with us?  
You can never be 100% sure, but hopefully the response above reassures you that 
the risk isn’t as high as you may have feared. Children don’t appear to spread it as 
much as adults. Good practices should be carried out by ALL family members 
returning to the home in the evening. Starting with hand washing.  
 
Should I be worried about Covid 19 air lingering in the lifts as we live very high up 
in a tower block and I have small children?  
I am unable to answer this question. There won’t be very much evidence in this 
area. Common sense tells me, it would be sensible to consider the use of masks 
and wipes to touch the buttons etc. 
 
 

Your questions to the school ( answered in blue text) 
What concerns do 
you have that may 
prevent you sending 
your child back to 
school? 

Sustainability of Covid 19 
 
Can my child be comforted by a member of staff?  
Yes, for the older children we would use comforting words, distractions etc. 
However, in the case of a very distressed younger child, we would comfort them as 
usual but keep the interaction brief. 
 
I am worried about my child catching the virus. 
The school has stringent plans in place to ensure that hygiene measures are 
maintained. Children’s temperatures will be taken twice a day and any child with a 
temperature will be sent home immediately. Hand washing will be undertaken 
multiple times in the day. The school will use alcohol-based sanitisers throughout 
and parents who object to this can be given an alternative option. There will never 
be an 100% guarantee that a child will not become infected but school has strict 
measures in place to mitigate risk as much as possible. 



Will there be a Coronavirus second spike and how can the school prepare for this? 
x 10 parents. 
The school will take advice from the DfE and the Government on this and in the 
meantime, the school is researching alternative online learning provision should 
there be a ‘local restrictions’. You will be surveyed about technology in the home 
on our return to school. 
 
My child was shielding the last 4 months; so he is in the vulnerable category, can I 
send him back to school? 
The school would advise that your seek your own GP’s view on this and if there are 
any special provisions that need to made specifically for your child, make an 
appointment to speak to a member of SLT; we are always on the gate in the 
morning. 
 
I’m waiting to see my child’s consultant on the 27th July at GOSH and I am worried. 
GOSH will give you excellent advice and you can ask them to communicate directly 
with the school about any special measures that might need to be taken. 
 
My child has a cough all the time and suffers badly with viral infections a lot and 
asthma. Any illness he tends to catch from school, my child gets them badly so I’m 
concerned for his health. Is it safe to send him back? 
The moment your son shows any sign of being unwell, the school will contact you 
and you will be able to come and collect him. 
 
I am worried about the flu on top of Covid. 
All children will be offered the flu vaccine which, should you choose to vaccinate 
your child, will help to mitigate risk. 
 
 

Hygiene 
 
We live with a grandparent who is 70 who is more vulnerable. I want to ensure my 
child is encouraged to have excellent hand hygiene and ensure the children 
socially distance as much as possible. Will this happen? 
Yes, the school has strict policies and a comprehensive risk assessment in place. 
The best way to reduce infection spreading is to keeping washing hands and 
sanitising surfaces. 
 
How will the school maintain distance, the school being small and limited in 
space? 
 
The government has said that social distancing within ‘bubbles’ does not have to 
stick to the two metre rule. However, desks will be facing forwards and the children 
will have their own equipment. Any shared ‘bubble’ i.e. sports equipment, will be 
sanitised at the end of each day. 
 
Emotional well-being: My child will often use the words ‘it’s okay mummy, I don’t 
mind staying home. I don’t want my teachers and friends to be sick’. How will the 
school support my child? 
The school is very fortunate to have Governors who are wholly supportive of 
putting the children’s well-being first in order that they can learn. They have 
funded an additional teacher for a year (Emma Bain, returning from maternity) to 
coordinate programmes and interventions to support the children ‘s well-being and 
mental health as they return to school. We are also very fortunate to have Emma 
Shapero from Place2be available to talk to children on a one to one basis or in 
small groups. She will also support parents and carers upon request. In addition, 



the school will prioritise training and development for all staff to ensure they are 
well equipped to support your children. 

What 
suggestions/questio
ns do you have 
about what the 
school can do to 
make it possible for 
your child to attend 
school? 

Will year groups enter the school through separate gates? 
Yes, the school will coordinate staggered entry/exit for every class. 
 
I would like to understand about the school bubble sizes. 
Each class will be a bubble of 30 children with their own staff attached. At lunch 
times and at play times another bubble will join them but they will have their own, 
clear designated areas in the lunch hall and the playground and therefore will not 
join together in any true sense. The lunch hall will be cleaned between each sitting 
of children. 
 
I would like more information in terms of staggered break and lunch for students.  
See above. 
 
I would like more information about the use of equipment and stationery.  
Each child (except Early Years) will have their own equipment, kept in a plastic 
bag. 
 
The use of hand sanitisation which contains alcohol is proven to kill the virus 
rather than normal hand sanitiser, will this be provided by the school? 
Agreed.  Alcohol sanitiser will be used across the school expect where 
parents/carers request that it not be used for religious or medical reasons. 
 
Gym equipment and trampoline: how will this be used in a safe manner? 
Gym equipment will be sanitised after each use and, for now, the trampoline will be 
‘out of bounds ‘as it cannot be sanitised quickly enough for all children to be using 
it at the moment. 
 
Could all children be provided with their own sanitiser at break time and masks to 
be used in the playground? 
The children will be using an alcohol based sanitiser as a part of their daily routine. 
The Government does not advise the wearing of masks in the playground, but if a 
parent/carer felt strongly that their own child needed to wear a mask, then the 
school would support that. However, the wearing of masks is really to prevent the 
wearer from transmitting the disease and, as the doctor states, children are 
extremely low risk of transmitting the disease. 
 
How is lunchtime social distancing being monitored by staff? 
The children will be constantly reminded to play without grouping together. 
 
Does the school encourage children to regularly wash their hands? 
Yes, see previous answers. 
 
Does the school make sure the school is fully cleaned each evening after school? 
Yes, the school is thoroughly cleaned each evening and all door handles and 
toilets are cleaned in the middle of the day too. 
 
Can the school split the class up, have 15 children come in each day? 
This would be against current Government policy and it would also impact on the 
children’s well-being, learning and the parents would struggle with childcare. 
 
Will the children have to use hand sanitiser on school gate? 
No, this is because as soon as the children come in to school they have to wash 
their hands thoroughly with warm water and soap and then they sanitised straight 
afterwards for double protection before they begin their learning. 
 



I would like the school to have hand sanitisers in every class and every toilet, and 
also to encourage the children to use them, is this possible? 
Yes, this will happen. 
 
Following government guidelines on how to keep schools safe to the highest scale 
as possible scale, will the school do this? 
The school has, so far, had to submit two, comprehensive risk assessments to the 
Local Authority who check that the school has all procedures in pace. The Health 
and Safety Governor will continue to do regular checks on the school. 
 
Can the temperature of children be checked on arrival at school, hand washing 
prior to entering school and at regular intervals during the school day?  
See previous answers, the children’s temperatures will be taken twice daily. 
 
Ideally shouldn’t staff wear face coverings? The Government, so far, has not 
advised this and the school feel, that in these difficult times the children need to 
see the expressions on the faces of adults and in the younger years it is crucial to 
see adult faces for language acquisition and phonics learning. 
 
Is there adequate spacing in the bubble groups? 
Please see previous answers. 
 
The public are scared, can the school provide factual figures and information of 
those affected by COVID? 
Yes, we will upload these to the website. 
 
Will my child be able to wear a face mask in school? 
Yes, if that is your preference. 
 
 

 

Reassurance…….. please see quotes and messages from parents and staff 

‘Hello 
 
Arifah and Jareen, as usual love being at school amongst their friends and teachers. 
 
They were both educated about the virus and the pandemic according to their capacity to manage 
such information.  
 
They were told that there was an illness sweeping across the world which affected people, and in 
many instances aggravated existing health conditions which subsequently led to their deaths. 
 
It was important that they knew exactly why they may not be going to school fulltime but equally 
important that they did not think it was just ok to stay home and miss out on learning. Naturally they 
both want to be at school. 
 
The school has done all it could to accommodate continuous learning for children, which includes 
distancing measures, bottled water, playground segregation and has communicated the information 
adequately. 
 
I personally feel, many parents, especially amongst the Asian community should revaluate the 
situation and start sending their kids back to school. Kids generally would love to meet their friends 
again and start learning again. Being cooped up inside is detrimental to their mental well-being and I 
am aware from colleagues whose children have started behaving adversely as a result. 
 
So my message to parents would be 



Re-evaluate the risk level (the media and bureaucrats can sometimes over hype a matter) 
Speak to their children and explain to them the options to see what the children want. 
Start sending kids back to school even if it is 2 or 3 days a week.’ 
Thanks  
Manny (Arifah and Jareen’s mum) 
 
‘I have been coming into school now for many months and we have all been safe and well’ 
Rue Hussain (member of staff) 
 

‘School has always has given reassurance. M already has been attending ‘Place to Be’ and I would like 

that to be continued’. M’s mother 

‘You have done an amazing job so far. I’m proud to send my child to this school’. D and C’s Mum. 

‘I am reassured because I know all the staff will take good care of our children as they always kept us 

updated about what is happening and how they are improving the school with safety’ Anonymous  

 


